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SOMEKNOWLEDGE OF THE THEOLOGY and the 
theologians of certain periods of European civilization is a must for 
everyone who wishes to understand the periods fully. Certainly it is 
evident when the discussion hinges on things medieval, for theology 
entered into medieval civilization and culture to a greater degree per- 
haps than at any other period of European history. But what is some- 
times not fully realized is that the medieval theologian was a great many 
more things than a theologian in the modem sense of the term. The 
universalistic approach of the medieval mind brought into the ken of 
the theologian many types of problems which in our modern more 
departmentalized mentality would not occur. A knowledge of medieval 
theological opinion, at least in some areas, is of prime necessity for 
those who wish to fully understand the culture, especially that of the 
High Middle Ages (105&1300), and very helpful for the study of the 
later Middle Ages and the Renaissance. It would seem evident too 
that some knowledge of theology is essential to a full understanding 
of early modern history, fraught as it was with the breakup of 
Christendom, a breakup whose terms, at least for contemporaries, were 
far more theological than is sometimes realized. 
"Since these things are so," it behooves the librarian to take stock of 
his shelves and see what resources are available for the study and 
evaluation of the theological writings of the periods mentioned. He will 
soon discover that much of the material has never been printed at all; 
and, of the volumes which have been printed, a great number have 
been out of print not merely for a decade or two but for some centuries! 
The remainder of this article will be occupied with some brief expla- 
nation of two collections of theological materials which can in large 
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measure change the scope and deepen the penetration of American 
research in many areas. 
As an example of possibilities for research in a large and important 
group of manuscript collections, the writer has selected the Vatican 
collections available for consultation in their film copies at the Knights 
of Columbus Vatican Film Library at St. Louis University. The col- 
lection makes available to scholars some 11,000,000 manuscript pages 
containing hundreds of theological works. The project of filming these 
rare manuscripts has been often en~ugh , l -~  described but here it 
will be helpful to briefly note the type of indexes which the theologi- 
cal researcher will find available for use. 
I t  should be noted at the outset that there is no single complete 
index to the Vatican collections, and the problem is further compli- 
cated by the fact that a given codex may contain a variety of materials. 
The word "codex" when referring to the Vatican collections always 
means a bound volume of manuscripts, even though this volume may 
contain one or two large handwritten books or several treatises. Again 
such a volume may contain a number of books or booklets related by 
subject content, as for example Codex Vaticanus latinus 10472, a 
collection of some thirteen seventeenth century manuscripts describing 
the physical features of the Vatican, or it may be a large collection 
of letters such as Vat. lat. 10007, which contains letters to John Maz- 
zuchelli and is but one of a large group of codices containing this 
person's correspondence. Sometimes, however, there is little relation 
among the items gathered into a single volume. 
There are three main guides to the Vatican manuscript materials 
and our experience has indicated that the most accessible and compre- 
hensive guide is the dictionary card catalog of some two hundred and 
forty thousand cards. This dictionary catalog was initiated at the 
suggestion of W. W. Bishop in 1928, and it was carried on with funds 
from the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. ~nfortunatel; 
the project had to be discontinued about 1938, leaving the catalog far 
from complete; however, the American researcher is so accustomed 
to card catalogs that this tool has been found to be the most available 
and the easiest to start with for the average scholar. There is a photo- 
static copy of this catalog available in the Vatican Film Library at 
St. Louis. 
A second guide, which in some cases overlaps the card catalog and 
in others is the only complete information on certain manuscripts, is 
to be found in the group of official catalogs. These catalogs are con- 
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tained in bound volumes, each of which lists a certain number of 
manuscripts from a specific collection and describes them in great 
detail. It is true that at present these volumes index only a part of the 
entire Vatican holdings, but where the manuscript desired does have an 
official catalog index the scholar has at hand a great aid to his re- 
searches. 
Finally, there is a very large percentage of the Vatican manuscripts 
for which the handwritten indexes are still the only guide. Although 
these handwritten inventories are not completely free from error, they 
are on the whole quite reliable and in many ways really monuments of 
erudition and excellent helps to the researchers6 Thus practically every 
Vatican manuscript does have some type of index entry, either in 
the dictionary card catalogs, in the official printed catalogs, or in 
some one of the hundreds of volumes of handwritten indexes. The 
importance of these handwritten inventories can be gathered from the 
fact that this form is the only guide at present to the ten thousand 
codices of the Barberini latini collection.' These handwritten guides 
have also been filmed and are available for consultation at St. Louis. 
Keeping in mind the brief description given above of the index tools 
for the collections, let us briefly note some examples of research possi- 
bilities in theology. It should be noted that the Vatican collections 
contain materials in many different fields of study, e.g. philosophy, 
literature, medicine, law, history of the sciences etc., and that this 
article has in view only the theological areas. 
The importance of the Vatican collections for intensive research in 
scholastic philosophy and theology is fairly well known. Since medieval 
scholars often treated these two disciplines in close connection, it is 
perhaps wiser in describing the resources of the collections not to 
separate too widely these sciences. It was general practice for the 
student studying for the A.B. in theology (or more accurately in their 
terms, for the bachelorship in theology) to lecture upon Peter Lom- 
bard's Book of the Sentences, and this type of commentary is a standard 
product of almost every theological writer down to early modern his- 
tory if not later. Because the Lombard's work covered so much 
theology, these commentaries are a very fruitful source of theological 
opinion. Fortunately the Vatican collections possess a large number 
of such commentaries. In one of the core collections of the Vaticani 
latini (Vat. lat. 679-1134) there is to be found one of the richest 
gatherings of scholastic theological writings which has come down to 
us. A very large amount of this material has not been published or 
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edited, let alone evaluated and integrated with the progress of theology 
during the later Middle Ages and Renaissance periods. Within this 
group of manuscripts there are not only important copies of the writ- 
ings of such well known theologians as Thomas Aquinas, Duns Scotus, 
Bonaventure, Aegidius Romanus, Peter Olivi, but many others whose 
writings are not well known, as for example, Hervaeus Natalis, Johan- 
nes Dumbleton, Adam Wodeham, Thomas Waleys, Alanus de Insulis, 
Augustinus de Ancona, Henricus Kalteisen, etc. There is an excellent 
printed catalog for this section of the Vatican manuscript^,^ which 
offers the researcher much help in exploiting their rich contents. 
As noted above, the greater number of Vatican codices have only 
handwritten indexes for their description. In these the researcher 
generally finds the author's name and the title of his more important 
works listed, although sometimes there will be little or nothing regard- 
ing the date or condition of the manuscript. Using the handwritten 
indexes as guides one notes that there are certain sections within the 
collections which are richer than others in theological materials. For 
example in Vat, lat. 9300-9400 we find a large group of liturgical writ- 
ings, in Barberiniani latini 700-750 several scriptural commentaries 
and ascetical writings, in Barb. lat. 950-1000 theological textbooks 
and commentaries. In the codices Barb. lat. 1000-1150 there is to be 
found a considerable amount of theological writing dealing with the 
famous Jesuit-Dominican disputes De Auxiliis. These are but some 
samples of the professional theological materials, but there are, of 
course, many documents of a historical nature such as diaries, letters 
of popes, reports of diplomats, collections of sermons, which are im- 
portant in the study of theological opinion. 
As will have been noted from the examples given, the Vatican 
collections are by no means restricted to the medieval field. Indeed it 
is this writer's opinion that, if an over-all estimate were made, the 
majority of manuscript pages would be found to deal with materials 
from about the middle of the fifteenth to the early eighteenth century. 
Since so many manuscripts do lie within the centuries of early modern 
history, it is not surprising that thousands of manuscript pages deal 
with the theological questions of these centuries. There is a consider- 
able number of books by Protestant authors; but, as is to be expected, 
the majority of the books and treatises are by Catholic scholars since 
the collections in general reflect the tastes and reading habits of old 
Catholic families in whose possession and use these handwritten books 
were originally. 
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As librarians well know there is a growing number of rare and 
printed books and periodicals now obtainable on microfilm, and cer- 
tain agencies have issued guides to such materials9 It  is of great im- 
portance that the famous collection of Migne's Patrologia is now 
available on film for thus this treasure house of medieval culture can 
now be placed in many more libraries than was possible heretofore. 
One thing, however, is to be noted in regard to the Patrologia. Im-
portant as it is for the early portion of the Middle Ages, this huge 
collection does not include to any great extent books and treatises 
of the high or later Middle Ages. In this sense it would be comparable 
to a collection of American writings which would stop about 1830. The 
vast amount of medieval writing for the period 1200-1500 has no 
great single collection; hence it is necessary to film various important 
books singly or in related groups within this vast area. 
For the past two years the St. Louis University Library has been 
sponsoring through its journal, Manuscripts, a project to film rare 
and out-of-print books necessary for research in the various fields of 
study. The plan followed has been a simple one. A group of printed 
books is selected within a given field of study, e.g. the history of 
science, the study of monasticism, vernacular literature, etc., the titles 
being listed in brief form with only the total number of pages given 
for each item. The number of a printed card is given after any title 
readily known to be covered by such a card prepared either by the 
Library of Congress (LC)  or by the Vatican Library (Va) .  The 
list totals about 20,000 pages and the volumes are microfilmed two 
pages at a time.and at a reduction making possible the filming of all 
the titles within about ten rolls (100 feet each) of 35 mm. microfilm. 
The list is mailed to about 350 libraries and research centers in the 
United States, and if a sufficient number of subscribers to the list can 
be obtained, the volumes are then filmed. I t  is to be noted that each 
list is a research aid in itself, and that subscribing to any single list 
in no way obliges to further subscription. The price is usually $95.00 
for each list and a terminal date is set generally about six weeks from 
date of announcement of a given list. If an oqder is received after 
the expiration date of a given list, the price i i  slightly higher and 
the time to process the copies somewhat longer. At present some 
twenty lists have been drawn up and sufficiently subscribed. 
Of the lists thus far circulated, the ones referring directly to 
theology have been the following: 1 (Roman Bullarium); 2 (Litur-
gical History and related works); 5,9,19 (Philosophy and Theology 
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of the Middle Ages and Renaissance); 8,11,14, and 18 (Church His- 
tory, Monastic Orders, Lives of the Popes); 16 (Incunabula of Phi- 
losophy and Theology). 
I t  is difficult in a brief space to give an adequate idea of the selec- 
tions offered but some examples may help. For instance, in list 5 
various writings of Alessandro Achillini, Aegidius Romanus, Pierre 
d'Ailly, John Baconthorp, Jean Buridan, Walter Burley, Guilielmus 
de Sancto Amore, John Major, Philipp Melanchthon, Domingo de 
Soto, Gaetano di Thiene, Marco Zimara, etc. were made available. 
List 16, which was made up entirely of incunabula, contained repre- 
sentative writings of such men as Donato Acciaiuoli, Augustinus de 
Ancona, Filippo de Barbieri, Thomas Bricot, Franciscus de Mayronis, 
Gentile da Foligno, Johannes Anglicus, Joannes Magister de Magistris, 
Johannes de Tambaco, Lambertus de Monte, William Ockham, Nico- 
laus de Orbellis, etc. 
In general librarians and scholars have given considerable support 
to the project and have been high in praise of the selections offered. 
The number of subscribers to a single list has averaged between fifteen 
and forty, and the distribution has been nationwide with both uni- 
versity and seminary libraries participating in the theological lists. 
In effect this means that there are now many libraries where theologi- 
cal research can be conducted upon a scale not hitherto possible. 
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